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Nicholas and Rosann Baldo

Mark and Susan Bertelsen

Travis Beye

Paula Draeger

Sharon Dwight

David Eisen

Lynsey Ferreira

Mary R. Gale

Peggy Gill and Edward
Dickson

Gary and Tabitha Gunderson

Arnold and Janet Hedlund

Otto and Grete Heinz

Sheila Holmes

Christina Holston

J & M Foundation

Dr. Eric M. Jacobson

Adrianna James

Jerry and Diana Kitchen

Harold and Alana Knaster

Claudia and Geoff Kostyshak

Amy Krupski

Kahei and Kayoko Kyutoku

Dr. Carol R. Lark Ph.D.

Joshua Lenzini

Paula Lewycky

Miriam Mendoza

Eri Misawa-Salzmann

Monterey Women for Good

Charles Olvis and Miranda
Morris

Teresa Niccum

Darrin Noel

Amy Nonaka

James and Kathy Nulty

PineCone Properties, Inc.

John and Eleanor Powers

Sharron Price-Saylor

Maria Prince

Robinson Family Trust

Jeffrey and Maurine
Satterwhite

Mary Schley
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Jeff Schulman and Susan
Alnes

Lemoyne and Sharon Sharp

John Stafsnes

Lynn Stralem

Charles and Patricia Stumpf

Michael Tavale

Jack and Patricia Thornton

Jack and Madeline Van
Zander

Rylie Weimer, in honor of
Judith McSparin

Yolande Whitlock

MARINA KAl APARTMENTS

Monterey Peninsula
Foundation

Rex and Mary Young

MARINA KAl APARTMENTS

AND BARBARA MITCHELL

HOUSING HEALING AND

HOPE FUND

Anonymous, in loving memory
of Corey Miller, a founder of
Interim and the first Director
of the Community Housing
Program

HOLIDAY STOCKING

STUFFERS AND

CHILDRENS GIFT CARDS

Alejandro Amezcua

Caron Crocquet

Diane Page

Doug Anderson

Francisco Rojas

Harry Horten

Jenny Swanson

Katrina Adams

Kora Saylor, in memory of
Travis Saylor

Meredith Contreras

Richard Cheatham

Ronald McCormack

Roselyn Singh

Roy Cooper and Susan Brier

Sonja Sheppard

Wellness Services Programs-
Staff Collection

BARBARA MITCHELL
HOUSING HEALING AND
HOPE FUND

Sheila Benson, in memory of
Alan, Eleanor and lan Peel

Linda Cheatham

Wayne and Maureen P.
Lavengood

DAVID SOSKIN AWARDS
Arkey Foundation

SUCCESS OVER STIGMA
Jim Arao and Yoshiko
Matsushita-Arao

OMNI RESOURCE
CENTER
Dr. Jane Odegard

MCHOME
Alicia Nelli

SEES
Megan Keefer, in memory of
Jason Keefer

IN-KIND GIFTS

Artise Dental of Monterey

Nicholas and Rosann Baldo

Cypress Inn

Eva Montes-Portis and Gary
Portis

Eva Montes-Portis and Gary
Portis

Diana W. Rosenthal

Vista Robles Dental Group

Dr’s. Zerbe and Richey
- Family and Cosmetic
Dentistry

MONTEREY COUNTY

GIVES, FOR MARINA KAI

We gratefully acknowledge our generous donors who help us continue to provide
Housing, Healing and Hope to our consumers from Nov 15, 2026 - Feb 28, 2026.
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Jennifer Abercrombie, in
memory of Mary Jane
Abercrombie

David and Sheila Allaire, in
honor of our loving giving
parents

David Awerbuck and Astrid
Holberg

Robert and JoAnna Behl

Stefanie Bingaman

Kurt Brux and Patricia Fashing

Daniela Bryan

Sam Buttrey and Elinda Hardy

Carmel Host Lions Club

Diana Case-Gurtin, in memory
of River Gurtin

Elizabeth Cervantes

Dawn Church

Sheila Clark

Dana W. Cleary

Robin Cohen and Peter Kwiek

Fred and Wendy Cohn

Carolina Cortez

Mary and Pierre Cousineau

Kathleen Cozzens

Anita Crawley

Claudia and William Daniels

D’Arrigo California

Daniela De Sola and Elizabeth
Barnes, in memory of Olivia
de Sola-Barnes

Barbara and Allen Dickason, in
honor of Linda Marcellini

David and Victoria Duke

David Duty

Mary Jane Dziedzic

David and Lois Epel

Linda and Peter Frederiksen

Mary Gomez-Aarons

Marilyn Gorman

Samuel and Hope Hale

Lynn Hamilton and Pat McNeill
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honor of Barbara Mitchell

Bob and Anne Herendeen

Jeff and Diana Hitchcock

Michael and Lorena Houston

Kathleen and Mark Hughes

Efren and Angelita Iglesia

Interfaith Outreach of Carmel

Brian and Ann Jacobson

Thomas Jamison and Paula
Robinson

Dr. John Hain and Jennifer
Allen

Amos Johnson and Victoria
Donahue

Bill and Cheryl Kampe

Celia & Tim Keefer

Pamela and Doug Keindl

John Kern and Melissa
Pickford

Ron and Ann Kihara

Kathleen King, in memory of
Rose and William Leardon

Lee Knutsen and Liam
Hostrop

Tomas and Marta Korper

Geoff and Claudia Kostyshak

Danielle Kuska

Leonard Laub and Yvonne
Ascher

Wayne and Maureen P.
Lavengood

Laela Leavy

Lawrence Levine

Anna Lowery, in memory of
Edward Lowery

Rose Marsiguerra

Richard McCain and Michelle
Noble-McCain

Dennis McCarthy and Lynn
Goldstein

Anita and Edwin McKean

Michael and Nicki McMahan

Susan and Terry McNelley

Amanda Menefee and
Kenneth Oda
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Finding Strength
Through Peer Support in
Mental Health Recovery

For Robert, recovery has not been a
straight path. It has been shaped by years
of navigating diagnoses, learning to accept
support, and discovering the power of
community through peer connection.

He recently shared parts of his journey as

a panelist at “Tools for Promoting Positive Behavioral Health Engagement
within the Legal System,” hosted by Monterey College of Law and
facilitated by Monterey County Behavioral Health. The discussion focused
on how systems and providers can better support people experiencing
mental health challenges, especially those navigating multiple systems of
care.

Robert’s story begins years earlier. In 2007, he was diagnosed with
bipolar disorder and recalls long periods without sleep, alongside heavy
alcohol and marijuana use. A DUl became a turning point, prompting him
to step away from work and confront his mental health more directly.

He graduated from Monterey Peninsula College in 2013, but ongoing
challenges followed. Managing medications was difficult, and symptoms
of OCD and anxiety persisted. By 2015, he began receiving services
through Monterey County Behavioral Health, though recovery remained
inconsistent.

In 2023, severe panic attacks marked another difficult period. At the
time, Robert was hesitant to engage with care—until he connected with
an Interim staff member at a support group. That moment shifted his
willingness to accept help and begin rebuilding trust in the process.

Through the Creating New Choices program and peer support at the
Omni Resource Center, Robert began to build a support network. He

later engaged with Bridge House, Assertive Community Treatment, and
housing at Shelter Cove, alongside ongoing support through Keep It Real.

During the panel, Robert spoke candidly about the challenge of
overcoming isolation and accepting a diagnosis. For him, peer groups
made a critical difference—offering understanding, connection, and
improved communication.

Today, Robert describes himself as “in recovery progress.” He continues
attending peer groups, creating art, and spending time with family, while
focusing on maintaining stability and continued growth.

His story is a reminder that recovery is not a solo journey—it begins with
connection.



Staff Feature

Growing into the Work: Oscar Venini

When Oscar joined
Interim, Inc. as a relief
counselor at Bridge House
nearly 15 years ago, he
was just beginning his
career in mental health.
Today, he serves as acting
Assistant Program Director
with the MCHOME
program after holding
several roles across the
agency.

His journey reflects both
professional growth and
a strong alignment with
Interim’s values.

Oscar says his motivation
for entering the field was
personal. ‘| grew up in

an environment where
there were a lot of mental
health challenges and
substance use,” he says. ‘I
was exposed to that pretty
early.” That experience
shaped his desire to better
understand mental health

and eventually
help others.

“I wanted to
understand it,”
he says. “And
eventually be in a
position where |
could help in the
same way | saw
professionals
help the people in
my life.”

After earning
his bachelor’s degree in
psychology from Sonoma
State University, Oscar
moved back to Monterey
County and found his way
to Interim. Over time, he
moved from Bridge House
to a full-time counselor
role with MCHOME, then
into program leadership.
Though he left the agency
for several years to gain
experience elsewhere, he
eventually returned.

“One thing | really value
is the culture that Interim
creates,” he says.

“It's important to feel
supported, and | think
Interim does a really
good job supporting its
employees, and clients.”
Oscar describes Interim as
collaborative, humanistic,
and intentional in its
approach to care. He
says the organization’s

person-centered and
non-stigmatizing model
aligns closely with his own
values. “It's about meeting
the person where they're
at,” he says. “lt really is
non-stigmatizing.”

Some of the most
meaningful moments in
his career have come
from seeing clients move
from outreach to stability
over time. After returning
to Interim and working

in Community Housing
as Assistant Program
Director, he saw some of
the same individuals he
had once known through
MCHOME outreach now
living in housing. Seeing
that progress reinforced
why the work matters.

Now back with MCHOME
in a leadership role, Oscar
helps oversee a complex
program serving both
housed and unhoused
clients. He says one of the
most rewarding parts of
the work is watching staff
grow in confidence and
strength.

Looking back, Oscar
says Interim helped form
the foundation of his
professional identity. “This
was the first thing | ever
did,” he says. “So it really
created my foundation.”
That foundation, and the
values behind it, are what
brought him back to the
agency.



undralser for Marlna Kai Apartments

October 24 2026 Tickets Available Now

Join Interim, Inc. for The
Hoedown: Island Style, a
lively community fundraiser
supporting the Marina

Kai Apartments, our
newest affordable housing
development serving adults
living with mental illness in
Monterey County.

Inspired by the spirit of the
paniolo — Hawaii’s proud
ranching tradition — the
evening will blend Western
hospitality with island flair
for a memorable night of

gcommunity, connection, and

purpose.
Guests will enjoy dinner,

THANK You

Grover Meyrose and Michelle Comeau

Alexanne Mills

Senator William W. Monning and Dr. Dana T.
Kent

Monterey County Gives Match

Steve Moore and Dr. Suzanne Worcester

Todd and Kim Muck

Roberta Myers

Cynthia and Brian Nichols

Daniel H. O’Brien and An McDowell

John and Susan O’Brien, in honor of the great
staff at Interim

John O’Brien, in honor of Susan O’'Brien

Lynn Overtree

Rudolf Panholzer

Bill Pardue and Barbara Mitchell

Jane Parker

Richard Parsons, in memory of Maureen S.
Mason

Denny Paul

Carolyn and Louis Perez

Cornelia and Paul Pilotte

Josh Plant and Sarah Hardgrave

music, traditional hula
dancers, inspiring
stories, and an exciting
auction program, all
while helping advance
housing, healing, and
hope in our community.

Moose Lodge
555 Canyon Del Rey Blvd
Del Rey Oaks, CA

For event details, early-bird
tickets, and table discounts,
scan the event QR code or
visit:

www.interiminc.
org/hoedown-
island-style

Businesses and community
members interested in
sponsorships or auction
donations are also invited to
explore opportunities on the
event webpage.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS: CONTINUED FROM BACK
MONTEREY COUNTY GIVES, FOR MARINA KAl APARTMENTS

Mary Pommerich

Maria Prince

Don Reynolds and Christina Zaro, in memory
of Seth Pollack

Robert and Robert Richelieu

Neil Richman

Lisa Rico

Louise & Riddle Riddell-Kaufman

Dr. Robert Melton and Marli Melton

Delinda Robinson, in memory of Bert Reeder

Diana W. Rosenthal

Ray Santella and Grace Silva-Santella

Terri Schaefer

Ann Schrader

Susan Schwartz

Lynne Sexton

Deborah Sharp

Mimi Sheridan

Janie Silveria and Frank Hoppe

Smalley’s Roundup Restaurant

Ly H. Smith

Kate Spacher and Cheryl Trotter

Richard Stanley

Int
Establishes New
Legacy Award to

Highlight Lifetime

Contributions
This new annual award

honors individuals whose

lasting contributions

have advanced Interim’s

mission of Housing,
Healing, and Hope.

Open to staff, partners,
and community
members.

To learn more and
nominate, scan the

Legacy Awards page QR

code or visit:

www.interiminc.org/
legacy-awards

OhA0

Awards will be presented at
The Hodown: Island Style in
October.

THANK YouU

Henrietta Stern

Gary and Karen Stotz

John Swendseid and Despina Hatton

Brett Taylor and Lynn Johnson

Cath Tendler and Jan Valencia, in honor of
Doug Tendler

Leigh Toldi

Timothy and Cammy Torgenrud

David and Deb Vandenberg

Keith Vandevere and Mireya de la Vega

Judge Vanessa Vallarta

James Vaughn and Wendy Grainger

Jane Veneman and Loren Hughes

Michelle Welsh and Katherine Stoner

Anne Wheelis

Mary White

Paul Wilner

Paula Wilson

William and Kathleen Wojtkowski

Eby Wold

Mary Yui and Jeffrey Longmate
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